REMARKS 



Reconsideration of the present application in view of the above amendments and the 
following remarks is respectfully requested. In this Amendment, claims 21-23 and 27-28 are 
canceled without prejudice or disclaimer, and claims 1-20, 24, 26, 29, 31 and 33 are amended to 
more specifically recite certain subject matter of the present invention. No new matter has been 
added. Following entry of this Amendment, claims 1-20, 24-26 and 29-33 are pending. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-24 and 26-33 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph, on 
the grounds that the specification does not enable all pharmaceutical^ acceptable forms of the 
recited compounds. Applicants respectfully disagree; however, to facilitate allowance, Applicants 
have amended the claims to recite compounds and pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof. 
Support for this amendment may be found, for example, in the specification as filed at page 7, lines 
14-15. Applicants believe that this rejection has been overcome. 

The Examiner further rejected claims 26-28 and 33 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph. 
More specifically, the Examiner believes that the specification does not fully enable methods for 
treating all of the recited diseases and disorders. Applicants respectfully disagree; however, to 
facilitate allowance applicants have removed Alzheimer's dementia and attention deficit disorder 
from the list of disorders to be treated, and have canceled claims 27 and 28 as suggested by the 
Examiner. 

Applicants submit that methods for treating the disorders listed in claims 26 and 33, as 
amended, are fully enabled. It is well known that compounds that act via modulation of GABA A 
receptors can be used for the treatment of conditions such as anxiety, sleep disorders and 
depression. By way of illustration, Applicants submit herewith pages 202-210 and 262 of Drug 
Evaluations Annual 1991, published by the American Medical Association. This document is also 
listed on the attached Form PTO 1449. It is clear from this reference that compounds that interact 
with the GABA A receptor, such as benzodiazepines, are routinely used in the treatment of sleep 
disorders and depression {see, e.g., page 206). One of these drugs (alprazolam) is also listed on 
page 262 as an antidepressant. This information, coupled with Applicants' disclosure of 
compounds that interact with the GABA A receptor, and methods for selecting and using such 
compounds for treating patients, would be sufficient to allow a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
use the present compounds to treat the recited conditions. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully 
submit that the present claims are fully enabled and that this ground for rejection has been 
overcome. 
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Claims 21-23 have been rejected as duplicates of claim 1. While Applicants do not agree 
with the rejection, Applicants have canceled these claims as suggested by the Examiner in order to 
expedite allowance of the remaining claims. 



Finally, the Examiner rejected claims 1-33 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph as 
indefinite, for the following reasons: 

a. The Examiner believes that the term "heterocycles" is indefinite. Applicants 
respectfully traverse this rejection. The term "heterocycles" is defined in the specification as filed 
at page 12, lines 23-25 as encompassing "saturated, partially saturated or aromatic groups having 1 
or 2 rings, with 3 to 8 atoms in each ring, and in at least one ring from 1 to 4 heteroatoms 
independently selected from N, O and S. M Applicants believe that the presence of this definition in 
the specification is sufficient to clarify the meaning of this term. However, to facilitate allowance, 
Applicants have amended claim 1 to incorporate the above definition. Applicants submit that this 
ground for rejection has been overcome. 

b. The Examiner noted a typographical error in the recitation of alkenyl and alkynyl 
groups in claim 1. Applicants have corrected this error, and other similar errors, in claims 1,10 and 
14. Applicants believe that this rejection has been overcome. 

c. The Examiner is concerned that the term "CNS agent" in claim 27 is unclear. 
Applicants respectfully disagree, but believe that this rejection is moot in view of the cancellation 
of this claim. 

Reconsideration of the present application in view of the above amendments is respectfully 
requested. If the Examiner believes that discussion of the application will be helpful, the Examiner 
is encouraged to contact the undersigned representative. 



Respectfully submitted: 



Ann Kadlecek 
Reg. No. 39,244 
Neurogen Corp. 



35 NE Industrial Rd. 
Branford, CT 06405 
(203)315-4644 




Date 



Signed 
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